
 

 
 

 
 

February 2008 Edition 
  

 

2008 Rattlesnake Hills Red Wine and Chocolate 
In the 

Yakima Valley 
  

Saturday, Sunday, and Monday, Feb. 16-18, 2008 
 

Well, the vines will soon be showing a little color as the sun is shining here in 
Eastern Washington and the days are just beautiful. While there are reports of 
snow, ice, and pass closures in the mountains right now, here in the Yakima 

Valley we have blue sky without a cloud in sight! By Presidents’ Day weekend, 
the heavy snow will be just a memory (my prediction) and the first buds of 

spring may well be sprouting.  
 

Meanwhile, the wineries in the 
Rattlesnake Hills are busily preparing 

for the annual wine and chocolate 
lover’s weekend. It’s the perfect time to 

grab your sweetheart or your best friend and visit the 
Rattlesnake Hills Wine Trail! For those of you who missed the 
details of the fabulous affair in last month’s newsletter, here is 
another look. While other areas may have pared the Red Wine 

and Chocolate weekend down to two days, the Rattlesnake 
Hills Wine Trail will continue the tradition of three full days 

of magnificent wines, ports, and chocolate delights. No ticket required – our 
Valentine to you!  

 
Remember to bring or purchase a glass. And a $5.00 Passport is always a great 
idea – good all year long (they never expire) for free reserve and port tastings 

at some wineries, and wine savings at others. Not required, but definitely 
worthwhile!  
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Three delicious days of wine and chocolate! 

February 16-18, 2008 (Saturday, Sunday, and Monday ~ Presidents’ Day) 
  
No charge - no tickets needed!!! Come and enjoy our COMPLIMENTARY samples of 
great wines, decadent chocolates, and weekend specials!* (Visitors must have a wine 
glass to taste.) 
 
Purchase your Passport and logo wine glass at any of the Rattlesnake Hills wineries (see 
list below) or at the Yakima Visitor Center just off I-82 at exit 33A. 
 
With many wonderful bed and breakfasts close to the wineries, and many Yakima and Valley 
hotels offering wine packages for this weekend, what’s stopping you? February 
16-18 is the perfect get-away weekend for lovers. Check our web site for 
special Rattlesnake Hills Wine Trail package offers! If you haven’t made your 
reservations yet, don’t delay much longer as rooms are a priceless commodity 
that weekend! 
 
Participating Wineries: 

Bonair Winery: Nothing is more exotically delicious than sipping Port 
with an incredible mouth-watering chocolate morsel.  Join us at 
Chocolate and Red Wine to sample our luscious 2005 Touriga Port with 
delectable chocolates from J&K Creations of Marysville, back due to 
rave reviews from last year.  Dottie provides samples and a stunning 
array of delicacies available for purchase from her.   

Claar Cellars will be serving our 2003 Syrah in chocolate "cups" made 
by Essencia Artisan Bakery and Chocolaterie during Red Wine and Chocolate weekend, as 
well as having collectable pins available for purchase. 
 
Eaton Hill Winery: Did you say you prefer See’s Raspberry Chocolate? Dove Chocolate 
Bars? Semi-sweet chocolate and cherries? Milk chocolate and caramels? Hershey’s 
Chocolate Syrup infused with butter-rum flavors? A chocolate malt or just a simple, old-
fashioned Milky Way? Experience all of these nuances and more when you taste our 
multiple, Award-Winning Cabernet Sauvignon wines! The sumptuous chocolate delicacies 
are further reason for you to visit and help us celebrate our 20th ANNIVERSARY in 2008! 
 
Horizon’s Edge Winery will pair superb chocolate with our wonderful ports. Try our best-
selling Chocolate Port! (Small tasting fee may apply.) 
 
Hyatt Vineyards – Recent awards on several of our wines, hand-crafted by winemaker Andy 
Gamache, show just how well these exciting wines pair with just about anything. Pair them 
with chocolate for unbeatable satisfaction. 
 



 
Maison de Padgett Winery will offer delicious chocolate paired with coffee port and red 
wines in the beautiful Napa-style winery over Presidents’ Day weekend. (Small tasting fee 
may apply.) 
 
Masset Winery will be featuring handmade Belgian chocolate truffles (made by 
Winemaker/Executive Chef Greg Masset) paired with our rich, decadent red wines. Also one 
of our displaying artists will be on hand to discuss their work. Finally, we will be releasing 
three new wines this weekend! 
 
Paradisos del Sol Winery: Experience Chocolate Chipotle Chicken Chili in/on/as Teeny 
Tiny Tacos. A come-hither concoction, not confection, of cocoa, chiles, and condiments 
composed for collegial companionship with Paradisos Red and our compañeros. 
 
Piety Flats Winery will feature chocolates from the San Francisco Chocolate Factory. This 
gourmet chocolate has a smooth, silken texture that melts on the tongue and creates a rich, 
buttery mouth feel. It possesses all the complexity and depth of flavor as a fine red wine. 
Paired with Piety Flats’ award winning wines, you’re in for a special treat! 
 
Portteus Vineyards will feature Fudge Brownies by Chef Gregory Masset paired with our 
2005 Malbec - Gold Medal winner and recent Double Gold winner! This weekend, we will 
be releasing our 2006 Petite Sirah, follow up to the amazing 2005 Gold Medal winner and 
Platinum Award (best of Gold Medal winners) Petite Sirah! Also releasing our 2006 Merlot 
and 2006 Cabernet Franc! 
 
Severino Cellars will be serving our famous family dark chocolate fudge.  We enjoy it best 
with our Cabernet Sauvignon, but you can try it with all three of our reds and decide for 
yourself.  Red Table Wine special for this weekend only, 15% off bottle purchases, 20% off 
of case purchases.  For questions contact us at 509-829-3800.  Open from 10am-6pm.  
 
Silver Lake Winery:  Love is in the air this Presidents Day weekend . . . Silver Lake Winery 
and Intrigue Chocolates will pair up once again during our Red Wine and Chocolate 
Celebration! Come sample some delectable delights, savored with our rich robust wines. 25% 
off ALL Red Wines!  For only $10.00, you can treat your loved ones to an exclusive private 
wine, food and chocolate pairing in our banquet room with Aaron, Head Chocolatier of 
Intrigue Chocolates.  Make this Romantic holiday one she will never forget! 
 
Steppe Cellars will be serving a chocolate surprise which pairs nicely with an intriguing, 
soon-to-be-released, Red Blend.  With a case purchase of any of their wines (mixed ok) take 
away a hand-blown glass heart.  BIG SAGE RED is back and is still $10/bottle! 
 
Two Mountain Winery  will be featuring our handmade truffles once again.  We will also be 
releasing our 2005 Touriga Port and Hidden Horse RTW. 
 
Tefft Cellars will be serving our crowd pleasing "hand rolled" chocolate truffles, which will 
be paired with our award winning Cabernet Sauvignon. There will be many other wines to 
taste and enjoy, including our popular Ports! 
 
*(Some wineries may charge a small tasting fee. See individual winery listings above for 
details.) 



 
For more information visit www.rattlesnakehills.com or call 888.375.RHWT(7498) 
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Winery Hours  
Bonair Winery 10-5 
Claar Cellars 10-6 
Eaton Hill Winery 10-5 
Horizon's Edge 11-5 
Hyatt Vineyards 11-5 
Maison de Padgett 11-5 
Masset Winery 11-5 
Paradisos del Sol 10-6 
Piety Flats Winery 10-6 
Portteus Vineyards 10-5 
Severino Cellars 10-6 
Silver Lake Winery 10-5 
Steppe Cellars 11-5 
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March 15-16: Chasing Out the Snakes (St. Patrick’s Day themed weekend) 

 
April 18 – 20: Pre-Barrel Tasting in the Rattlesnake Hills (More intimate, smaller 
event with fewer crowds than Spring Barrel Tasting) 
 
April 25 – 27: Spring Barrel Tasting (Rattlesnake Hills and Yakima Valley) 

 
July 4 – 6: Red, White, and Blues Festival (A Rattlesnake Hills Wine Trail exclusive 
event featuring red wines, white wines, and live blues music) 
 
August 23: Passport Party (Exclusive, invitation only event for Passport completers) 

 
Visit the web site often for updates! www.rattlesnakehills.com 

Remember, winter hours are in effect for many wineries until Presidents’ Day weekend. 
Check the web site for hours. 

Happy Valentine’s Day! 

Shannon Bird, Executive Director 
Rattlesnake Hills Wine Trail 
 
As always, check our web site at www.rattlesnakehills.com for more information on 
upcoming events, and we hope to see you again soon at the wineries on the Rattlesnake 
Hills Wine Trail! 
 
To opt out of this newsletter mailing, go to http://vinifera.vintners.net/mailman/options/rhwt-passport  
The RHWT never shares your information!  



 
  

 

 
 
 

www.unitedbuilders.net  www.seasonsmusicfestival.com  
 
Proud partners with the Rattlesnake Hills Wine Trail! 


